
Erra Clevenger of Taylor
Township Blown to

Pieces

Tialphton, Somerset county was
the scene of a horrihlCmrne, acci
dent on Saturday morning, March
17, 1923 when Erra Clevenger of
Hustontown, Fultojy County was in-

;stantly killed and hk;«*buddy" Sher
man Gipson, whoso l)bme was in
IWest Virginia way thought to he fa
tally injured. Soraepf the men at
"his mine have recently been using
i small (pocket size)' dryf^eU"bat
tery as a detonator to explode the
cartridges, of "Baolv-Q-Rack" or as
it is,-more common^ known, Dyna
mite. On this morning, according
to the MineForemaii, Clevengerand
Gipson, wlKx-haoV.jiot been using a
battery to detonate their explosives
proeurred at the supply store, eight
sticks of dynamite and one of these
batteries and went in the mine with
a number of other priners to pre
pare some coal, there,.being no work
owing'to having no-cars. Soon af
ter going in their place there was a
tremendous explosion and a cry for I
help. Frank Chilcoate and Gerald
.Fix two other young men from Hus
;ontown, who were working near by,
lurried .to them as soon as •' they
:ould get there and found Cleven-
?erldeidand terribly nmngled and
ifipspnAwith one leg shot off, one
>ye.-Bhok, out, several rib3 broken:
ind a large gash in his head, he was
jonscibus but unable to give any in
formation as to how it had happen-
:d. They immediately took him to
Jolinstown to a liospitaL It is
thought that, the men were prepar
ing a charge of dynamite when they
accidently got the wires leading to
the battery, in a position to form a
circuit, thus generating a spark that
dptonated the explosive, .;
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Since writing uuj uuuvu «u

learned that Gipson died about 15
minutes after.reaching the hospital.
.1 The remains of Mr*, Clevenge;
,>ere brought tq the home of his sis-

er, -Mrs. Harry Mori of Clear'
:dge, Sunday at wlpl place the
xeral services weft} conducted;
'sday morning.jit(J^clock.
.ie' eTeceased "waifWfyJr Tnar-rjef

.. lived with liis mother, as did liit—^
.urother William. He'.was aged 4Ai
years and is survived by his motl j
cr, Mrs. Catharine Clevenger _o,»
Taylor township, one sister, Olive.'
wife, of Harry Mort, Clear_ Ridg-
Pa., and one brother, William ah.',,
of Taylor township. [

•He was a member of the Clea
Bidge J. R. 0. A. U. M.

Immediately after the funeral
services Tuesday they remains were
ponveyed to' Pleasant Grove where
fnioi-monf wna mndo. V
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